
Patient requires 

transfusion therapy 

with blood 

component or PPP*

Contact Canadian 

Blood Services to 

discuss with medical 

officer on-call

Patient history of:

• Anaphylactic 

transfusion rxn

• ≥2 severe allergic 

transfusion rxns

Testing for IgA or  

anti-IgA is NOT 

recommended

Is urgent 

transfusion 

required?

Is hospital-based 

testing for IgA 

quantification 

available?

Test pre-transfusion 

sample for IgA levels

Can IgA be 

detected?

Testing for   

anti-IgA is NOT 

recommended

Testing for  

anti-IgA is 

recommended

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

No

Has previous 

testing for IgA 

levels or anti-IgA 

been done?

Yes

Yes

Yes
Did results show 

detectable IgA 

levels and/or no 

anti-IgA

Order anti-IgA test using 

this requisition form:
https://www.blood.ca/en/requisitio

ns-and-forms

No

Algorithm to aid decision making on IgA and anti-IgA testing
Source: Khandelwal A, Clarke G, Goldman M. Anaphylactic Transfusion Reactions and IgA Deficiency. 

Canadian Blood Services, 2021. Available at: https://professionaleducation.blood.ca/en/transfusion/
publications/anaphylactic-transfusion-reactions-and-iga-deficiency
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